
 

 

Liberty Classical School 

Humanities Syllabus 2018-2019 

A Moral Philosophy of Christendom 

 

Instructor: Mr. David Miller 

Email: crossroad@sopris.net  

 

 “Our greatest inheritance, the very foundation of our civilization, is a marvel to behold and 

consider.  If I tried to describe its rich legacy with utmost brevity, I should take the Latin word 

humanitas.  It represents in the widest sense, the accumulated harvest of the ages, the fine flower 

of a long discipline of Christian thought.  It is the Western mind of which we ought to turn our 

attentions to careful study.”  John Buchan 

 

“Somehow, our whole approach to teaching and learning has gone awry.  Do you sometimes 

have an uneasy suspicion that the product of modern educational methods is less good than he or 

she might be at disentangling fact from opinion and the proven from the plausible?  Although we 

often succeed in teaching our pupils subjects, we fail lamentably on the whole in teaching them 

how to think.  They learn everything except the art of learning.”  Dorothy Sayers 

 

Course Description: The course in general Humanities studies is designed to be a cultural 

overview—surveying the disciplines of history, literature, philosophy, theology, civics, art, 

music, and architecture of a particular epoch.  This year the area of focus will be Christendom—

an epoch covering Western Civilization and Church History stretching from the advent of 

Christianity through Medievalism and to the Reformation, Renaissance, and Enlightenment. Our 

study will emphasize the basic classical academic approach of Moral Philosophy—thus 

equipping us with the tools for a lifetime of learning: a working knowledge of the timetables of 

history, a background understanding of the great literary classics, a familiarity with the sweep of 

aesthetic achievement, a worldview comprehension of basic geography, a principle approach to 

discerning the significance of current events, and an emphasis on a Christian life paradigm.  The 

idea is to study this period of human achievement in context both in terms of its historical and 

societal sequence and in terms of its providential and cultural importance.  Out of this integrated 

understanding of God’s world every other subject and discipline is informed. 

 

Course Requirements: Although class lectures are an important aspect of the course of 

instruction, they constitute only one of many important parts.  The course is deliberately 

designed to cover English, Bible, and Literature.  Indeed, reading the assigned texts and working 

through the writing assignments will be vital to the learning process.  This is the “Mother-of-all-

Courses” and counts for credit in World History, Geography and English. All of the various 

homework assignments, memorizations, projects, essays, compositions, and recitations 

throughout the year are designed to enable the students to contextualize and process the material 

more thoroughly. 

 

Testing: Each week a quiz—or an “opportunity” as we call it here at LCA—will be given.  The 

opportunity will generally cover material from both the reading and the lectures.  In addition 

there will be review tests at the conclusion of each reporting period and cumulative exams at the 

conclusion of each semester.  Pop quizzes and journaling exercises may be given from time to 

time.  Comprehensive exams at the end of each semester will also be given.  Seniors may opt out 

of the final exam—but only if they have maintained at least a B average during the duration of 

the Spring Semester. 



 

Grading: The course grade for each period is divided into three categories—25% for notes, 

homework, and class participation; 50% for opportunities, quizzes, or journaling assignments; 

and 25% for the projects. Extra credit opportunities may be available upon request. Scores for 

the mid-term and final exams are averaged separately into the overall semester grade, accounting 

for 10% of the overall grade. 

 

Journals: The daily habit of journaling is an essential academic discipline. The entries are to 

reflect the processing of the student’s reading, thinking, and writing progress. It is vital that the 

discipline of five entries each week (200 words unless otherwise directed) is carefully 

maintained. These journals will be checked monthly. 

 

Textbooks: The Literature texts are a part of the overall Humanities core curriculum.  Primary  

texts include: Church History in Plain Language by Bruce Shelley, the Oxford Book of English 

Verse (Couch).  Literature texts include: Augustine’s Confessions, Beowulf, Le Morte D’Arte 

(Bainbridge), Dante’s Inferno, Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, Marlowe’s Faustus, Sayer’s Song of 

Roland, Milton’s, Paradise Lost, and Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings trilogy (if you haven’t already 

read it). 

 

Projects: Students will complete a quarterly Project. Detailed descriptions will be given at the 

beginning of each quarter.  

 

Upper and Lower Divisions: Our Rhetoric students span a four-year age range. Assignments 

may be tailored to accommodate the varying abilities and ages so as not to over- or underwhelm. 

Nonetheless, we expect the highest levels of effort and achievement from all of our students. 

 

Classroom Etiquette: Students are expected to come to class on time and prepared. Eating or 

snacking is not permitted during class time. A short break will be provided each class for 

students to have a snack, get a drink, use the restroom, etc. Use of cell phones, laptops, or any 

electronic device is prohibited unless otherwise specified. Cell phones should remain in 

backpacks/bags until break and/or after class. The instructor may confiscate cell phone if being 

used during class time. Students can retrieve phones from instructor for a fee of $5.  

 

How I Run My Classroom: I will treat you with respect, so you will know how to treat me. Feel 

free to do anything that doesn’t cause a problem for anyone else. If you cause a problem, I will 

ask you to solve it. If you can’t solve the problem, or choose not to, I will do something. What I 

do will depend on the special person and the special situation. If you feel something is unfair, 

whisper to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair,” and we will talk. 

 

Grade Scale: 

A+ = 101+ 

A   = 94 – 100 

A-  = 90 – 93 

B+ = 88 – 89 

B   = 84 – 87 

B-  = 80 – 83 

C+ = 78 – 79 

C   = 74 – 77 

*C-  = 70 – 73    *Lowest passing grade 

 

 



 

 

Humanities Lecture, Exam, and Memory Work Schedule: 2018-2019 

 

 

 

1          Welcome to Humanities 

2 Small, Unpromising Beginnings 

3 The Patristics 

4 Athanasius Contra Mundum 

5 The Seven Ecumenical Councils  

6 Augustine and Antithesis 

7 Barbarians and the “Fall” of Rome 

8 The Miracle of the Celtic Church 

9 Monasticism and Civilization 

10 The Legacy of Gregory the Great 

11 The Bulwark of Byzantium 

12 Charlemagne and Mohamed 

13 The Code of Chivalry 

14 Medieval Feudalism 

15 Medieval Aesthetics 

16 The Troubadours and Jongleurs 

17 Pre-Reformation Semper Reformanda 

18 Beauty, Goodness & Truth: 7 Lamps 

19 Making Time for Permanent Things 

20 Scholasticism & the Vertigo of Lists 

21 Rootedness, Pilgrimage, & the Future 

22 An Incarnational Worldview 

23 Castles, Villages and Parishes 

24 Covenant Calling & the Guild System 

 

Midterm Exam after Lecture 24 

 

25 A New Wave of Barbarian Invasions 

26 A Crusade to Liberate the Captives 

27 Outrémere & the Defensive Crusades 

28 The Crusading Spirit 

29 The Calamitous 14th Century  

30 The Earliest Reformers 

31 Groote & the Brethren of the Common Life 

32 Reeling Into Renaissance 

33         Post Tenebras Lux: Reformation 

34        The Magisterial Reformation 

35        Reformation’s Second Fiddles 

 

36 The First World War 

37 Jan Comenius  

38 The Authorized Version 

39 Alias Shakespeare  

40 The Divine Right of Kings 

41 Cromwell and Milton 

42 The Westminster Assembly 

43 The Puritans and Pilgrims 

44  The 250 Years War 

45  The Founders and Classical Education 

46         Poetry 

47         Poetry 

48         Poetry 

 
Final Exam after Lecture 48 

 

Projects 

1st  Qtr.   Family Heraldry or Hagiography 

2nd Qtr.   Thesis Project 

3rd  Qtr.   40-Hour Project 

4th  Qtr.   Poetry 

 

 

Memory Work 

Milton, “Hail Holy Light” 

Apostle’s Creed 

Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 6) 

Shakespeare, “To Be or Not to Be” (Hamlet) 

         or “Band of Brothers”  (Henry V) 

Canterbury Tales Prologue (In M.E.) 1st 18 lines 

 

 

Scripture Reading 

The Four Gospels 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Lectures and assignments are subject to change. 

 

  

  



 


